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Dr. Sc. Damir Boras, PhD, full professor with tenure     Zagreb, November 27, 2020. 

Rector of the University of Zagreb 

Trg Republike Hrvatske 14, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia 

Biography 

Damir BORAS, rector of the University of Zagreb (since 2014, re-elected in 2018 with mandate until 30. 

9. 2022), tenured university professor, information specialist, and lexicographer (Zagreb, October 25, 1951). 

 He graduated from the Classical Grammar School in Zagreb (1970) and obtained master degree from 

the Faculty of Electrical Engineering in Zagreb (1974). He obtained Ph.D. at the Faculty of Humanities and 

Social Sciences in Zagreb with the dissertation "Theory and rules of text segmentation in Croatian language" 

(1998). 

 He is also tenured professor at the Faculty of Graphic Arts (since 2017) and at the Faculty of Teacher 

Education (since 2017) at the University of Zagreb. Last ten years he is also guest professor at the 

Information science study of the Faculty of Humanities, University of Mostar in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

 He worked as a computer and information specialist at the Referral Centre of the University of Zagreb 

(1975-1984), then from 1984 to 2014 as a research assistant, assistant professor (1999), associate professor 

(2003) full professor (2006) and full professor with tenure (2011-2014) at the Department of information 

science of the University of Zagreb Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences where he was the head and 

founder of the Chair of natural language processing, lexicography and encyclopaedic science (2004-2017). 

His former or present duties include: 

 Assistant Director for Science and Computerisation at the Miroslav Krleža Institute of Lexicography 

in Zagreb (2000-2006). 

 Head of the international scientific project "Croatian Dictionary Heritage and the Dictionary 

Knowledge Presentation" (2002-2006) and the head of the project "Sources for Croatian Heritage and 

Croatian European Identity" (2007-2012). He has led or participated in several other Croatian and 

international scientific projects (since 2002). 

 Member of the Senate of the University of Zagreb (since 2007); Member of the Rector's Advisory 

board of the University of Zagreb (since 2009). 

 Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of the University of Zagreb (2009-2014) 

 Member of two committees of the Croatian Parliament — Committee on Information, 

Computerisation and the Media (2004-2007, 2008-2012); Education, Science and Culture Committee 

(2012-2015, 2017-2020). 

 President of the Executive Board of HINA — Croatian News Agency (2011-2012) 

 President of the Executive Board of NCVVO — (Croatian) National Centre for External Evaluation of 

Education (2009-2012). 

 Member of the Working Group of the Republic of Croatia for EU Accession Negotiations for Chapter 

25 "Science and Research" (2005-2007). 

 Editor-in-chief of the international scientific journal "Studia Lexicographica" (since 2007) and the 

member of the editorial board of several international scientific journals (e.g. the Springer Open 

journal "Video journal of Education and Pedagogy", since 2015). 

 Rector of the University of Zagreb, elected in 2014 for the mandate 2014-2018 and re-elected in 

2018 for the mandate 2018-2022. 

 Vice Chair of the Executive Committee of the Inter-University Center (IUC) in Dubrovnik (since 

2014). 

 President of the Croatian Rector's Conference (2015-2016). 

 President of the Executive board of the Regional Platform for Benchmarking and Cooperation 

in Higher Education and Research (since 2015). The Platform is association of universities, 

ministries of science and HE, agencies and parliamentary committees for education and science 

(Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia). 

 Member of the Council of the Croatian Government for Croats outside the Republic of Croatia (since 

2017). 

 Member of the UNIC board – University of post-industrial cities (since 2020). 

 In more than a hundred and forty published scientific and professional papers, he deals with computer 

processing of the Croatian language, natural language processing, e-education, knowledge organization, 



2 
 

computer lexicography and encyclopaedic science. There are 589 citations with h–index = 12 and i10–index 

= 19, and since 2015, 327 citations with h–index = 11 and i10–index = 11 (Google Scholar, Nov. 26, 2020). 

 He has led or participated in several professional projects for the application and introduction of IT 

technologies in higher education, secondary and primary education, libraries, and judiciary. 

Experience 

 As a rector of the University of Zagreb and/or President of the Croatian Rector's Conference, he has 

participated in several international projects, such as Berlin Process Joint Science Conference (since 2015): 

permanent conference of the key national stakeholders of the education and science systems (national 

academies of sciences and arts, rectors’ conferences and leading universities). 

 As a member of UNICA he organised several events, including UNICA Rectors seminar, Zagreb 

2019, on the occasion of the 350th anniversary of the Zagreb University. 

 As a member of the LERU-CE7 group of Central-European universities he organised a third LERU-

CE7 meeting in October 2017 at University's premises in Dubrovnik. The CE7 universities comprise the 

universities of Belgrade, Eötvös Loránd, Ljubljana, Prague (Charles University), Tartu, Warsaw and Zagreb. 

 This year, University of Zagreb has joined the UNIC – European University of post-industrial cities, 

alliance of eight universities based in post-industrial cities, with superdiverse populations with the mission to 

boost mobility and inclusion for societal impact. Rector Boras is a member of the UNIC managerial board. 

Foreign languages: Superior proficiency in English; high proficiency in French and German; very good 

proficiency in Italian. He has also a good proficiency in Slovenian and Macedonian. He has a very good 

knowledge of Latin and Ancient Greek. (As a native speaker of Croatian he has also superior proficiency in 

Serbian, Bosnian and Montenegrin language). 

Awards and acknowledgments: 

 Gold medal at the international competition in knowledge of classical culture and languages, San 

Remo, Italy, 1970; 

 University of Zagreb Rector's Award for his student paper: "Remote Communication with Computer", 

1973; 

 First prize at the international public competition for the Croatian National and University Library 

project (a member of the project team responsible for the computer and information project), 1975; 

 Acknowledgment of the Association for Religious Freedom in the Republic of Croatia for a major 

contribution to the spread of religious tolerance and understanding, especially in student youth, 2011; 

 Charter of the University of Zagreb Faculty of humanities and social sciences for special successes in 

science and teaching, for outstanding contributions to humanities and social sciences and spreading the 

Faculty's reputation and promoting humanistic thought, 2014; 

 Honorary Member of the Croatian Academy of Engineering, 2015; 

 Annual award of the Roma Alliance in the Republic of Croatia "Kali Sara" on the occasion of the 

International Roma Day for contributing to the development of the Roma community in the field of 

education, acquisition of knowledge and contribution to the preservation of the Roma language as a 

historical cultural richness and diversity of the world's non-material cultural heritage, 2016; 

 The City of Zagreb Award, as a rector of the University of Zagreb and full professor of the Faculty of 

Humanities and Social Sciences for long years of successful work and a great contribution to the 

establishment and development of information science at the University of Zagreb and the entire 

education system in the Republic of Croatia, the leadership of the University and cooperation with the 

City of Zagreb, 2016. 

 Full member of the European Academy of Sciences and Arts in the field of humanities (Academia 

scientiarum et artium Europaea), March 2, 2019. 

 Honorary Citizen of the Municipality of Ljubuški (Bosnia and Herzegovina) and winner of the Golden 

Coat of Arms of Ljubuški Municipality for his contribution to the development of higher education in 

Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, February 21, 2019. 

 Večernjakov pečat award ("Seal of the Večernji list" evening newspapers). National award of the 

"Večernji list" publishing house in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the category science, 2018 

 Premio Juan Vucetich (Ivan Vučetić Award) for 2019 of the Embassy of the Republic of Argentina 

for outstanding contribution in promoting relations between the universities of Buenos Aires and 

Zagreb and encouraging ties between the Croatian and Argentine people., December 6, 2019. 


